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BASILDON 70 

NOW YOU SEE IT, NOW YOU 

DON'T! 
 

Basildon's a new town 
Born in '49 

It's seen many changes 
During its lifetime. 

 
It once had many sculptures 

Dotted round the town, 
Some have changed location, 

Others can't be found. 
 

Our clock, a silver ball, 
Stood high up in the air, 
One day it had moved, 
To St. Martin's Square. 
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Had it gone on holiday 
For a change of scene? 
Then a few years later 

It was back again. 
 

The pool at Gloucester Park 
Was fine in its heyday, 

Now it's in the Sporting Village 
A short stone's throw away 

 
For many years the cinema 
Was located in the town, 

Then it was decided 
It had to be pulled down. 

 
A brand new leisure complex 

Appeared a mile away, 
With plenty of free parking 

And food to take away. 

 
But now a change of heart, 

What does the new town lack? 
A cinema of course 

To bring the people back! 
 

Like a game of chess 
The college is moving soon 

Bringing students with it 
For a population boom. 
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So now the market's gone, 
It's in St. Martin's Square. 

Just how long will it be 
Before it goes elsewhere? 

 
So best not be away too long 

Things may not stay the same. 
It's even been suggested 

That Basildon change its name! 
 

By Sue Ranford (BBHS) Volunteer 
 

Negative-Positive 

This article appeared on Essex Live 

by the time you have finished 

reading it I think you will agree there 

is more positives about Basildon 

Borough than Negatives. 

 

The 15 reasons why Basildon is just 

the ‘worst place to live in Essex. 

     
Basildon can be everybody’s favourite place to 
give a little bit of stick towards. The ‘new 
town’ built in the 1950s and 60s has gathered 
an unwelcome reputation for all manner of 
things. Whether it be for its crime rate, it’s 
often stereotyped residents, its lack of history, 
or that sign – someone’s always got 
something to say about the town. 

But just how valid are these criticisms? 
We think that it’s worth tackling this head on 
and preaching about the more positive things 
the town has to offer – because it’s actually a 
really great place. 
      1. The Sign - Everyone outside of 
Basildon relishes in the opportunity to make 
fun of our “Hollywood” sign – As one of the 
first things you would see whilst entering the 
town via the A127, some people have called it 
arrogant and tacky. – When it was built in 
2010, some locals described it as a waste of 
money – They were equally upset when 
Basildon Council decided to spend an extra 
£4,500 on decorative 70th anniversary signs 
this year. 

The Truth 
Okay, it is a bit tacky. - But it's also a brilliant 
representation of what Basildon is - Basildon was 

built from the ground up in the middle of nowhere. 
The sign is now a part of Basildon's history, a new 
feature on the town's landscape which has given it 
an identity. 

 
2. The Crime - The Claim- Basildon Town 

Centre has often been deemed an unfriendly and    
'dangerous' place to be. A lot of people think of the 
community hub as a no-go zone after dark, and 
that drug gangs and robberies infest the centre. 

The Truth 
Business owners and residents alike have praised 
the recent introduction of 'town centre teams' by 
Essex Police. And although Basildon does have a 
reputation for high levels of crime, it does make 
sense when taking into account the town's 
relatively high and dense population. There's going 
to be more crime in Basildon than parts of rural 
Essex, but it's still a brilliant place to go to at night. 
 3. No one ever makes anything of 
themselves from Basildon - The Claim - Basildon 
doesn't have a university. Basildon doesn't have 
nice houses. People from Basildon leave school 
and work in a factory or go on benefits. And they 
definitely aren't successful. 

The Truth 
This one really annoys me personally. Basildon has 
birthed some brilliant people known for their 
success. Snooker World champion Stuart Bingham, 
Olympic gymnast Max Whitlock, ‘80’s superstars 
Depeche Mode and singer-songwriter Emma 
Blackery are all people who have achieved brilliant 
success in their own field and who have links with 
to the town. 
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4. There’s nothing to do -The Claim-
Basildon doesn't have a seafront or an exciting 
town centre like Southend or Chelmsford. It's a 
landlocked town full of houses and cheap shops, 
and for teenagers, children or adults, there's just 
not a lot to do. There is nothing that would give 
you any reason to go into the town, let alone plan 
a day there. 

The Truth 
Basildon's Festival Leisure Park is developing into a 
brilliant destination for all ages. There's a vast 
selection of nightclubs and restaurants for adults, 
as well as adventure golf, bowling, and 
wakeboarding? for kids and teenagers. Meanwhile 
in the town centre, a huge new entertainment 
complex is being built, including a cinema and 
restaurants and bars. As well as this, Basildon has 
some brilliant parks and green spaces to view 
wildlife and to exercise. 

5. The Town is Ugly - The Claim- Due to 
when the town was built, a lot of the buildings are 
grey, concrete and imposing. The architecture 
hasn't aged well and it hasn't evolved, making the 
town look outdated and anonymous. It's ugly and 
boring. 

The Truth 
Basildon's modernist architecture's dominance is 
actually one of the best preserved examples in the 
world. Organisations including the 20th Century 
Society are working hard to preserve it. 
Breakthrough Basildon Borough, a think-tank 
tasked with rebranding the town, highlighted its 
architectural heritage as something key to the 
identity of the town. To many eyes, Basildon's 
blocky buildings are a thing of beauty. 

6. There’s no History - The Claim-Because 
it was built in the 1960s, Basildon has no prior 
history in the same way Colchester or Chelmsford 
does. All the buildings are new, and all the people 
came from London. The town and all of its 
residents can't relate to what was there before. 

The Truth 
The 'new town' of Basildon was only built 70 years 
ago, but the existing villages of Pitsea, Laindon and 
Vange have histories going back centuries. 
Organisations like Basildon Heritage work to 
preserve the history of the town for the huge 
developments that would define it in decades to 
come. 

 
7. There’s no Culture - The Claim-Basildon 

doesn't have any cathedrals or great works of art. 
With London so close, why on earth would those 
seeking culture visit Basildon. It's not as if any films 
have been made about the arts scene in Basildon... 
 

The Truth 
In 2018, the documentary New Town Utopia was 
released, using the town's artists, poets and 
musicians as an avenue to discuss Basildon as a 
whole. The film mentions the stunning selection of 
art throughout the town centre, as well as across 
the town itself. The highlight has to be the iconic 
'Mother and Child’ fountain in the middle of town, 
so iconic it features on Basildon United's club 
badge. 
 

 
 
 

8. It’s not green enough- The Claim-
Basildon is nothing but a densely-populated town 
with little concrete boxes and no green spaces. 

The Truth: 
As a local person, I have heard this one said a lot 
which to me is just mind blowing. The truth is there 
are so many green and open spaces to get back to 
nature. Gloucester Park, Wat Tyler Park, 
Northlands Park, Bowers Marshes, Rushley Lakes, 
Westley Heights. The list goes on. Basildon is one 
of the greenest new towns in the country, full of 
brilliant wide open green spaces for all to enjoy. 
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9. The town centre is empty -The Claim -

The town centre is full of empty units and closed 
down shops. It's become a ghost town, full of 
squatters and ‘herberts’. Soon there'll be no need 
to go into the centre of town at all. 

The Truth 
As I type this, Basildon town centre is undergoing 
a multi-million pound redevelopment, with empty 
shops being converted into entertainment complex 
and affordable housing. The empty units cannot be 
ignored, but it's a problem facing high streets up 
and down the country. At least the council has 
been proactive and is trying to do something about 
it. 

10. “Bas Vegas” is the only place for 
drunk people - The Claim -Festival Leisure Park 
has become thought of as somewhere which 
should be avoided at night. There have been 
claims about boy racers, car meets and people 
acting drunk and disorderly. 

The Truth 
To someone who doesn't go to "Bas Vegas" often, 
this is an understandable point of view. Festival 
Leisure Park once had more nightclubs than 
parking spaces and normally got into the news for 
the wrong reasons. Now though, most of the 
'dodgy' nightclubs have been replaced with family-
friendly restaurants and entertainment-focused 
businesses. And there still remains Unit 7 where 
you can let loose 

11. The parks are dangerous -The Claim-

Basildon's parks might be nice to look at, but if you 
go there you've got to be wary of the gangs. 
They're dangerous places to be, and you could get 
attacked or even killed if you looked the wrong 
way at someone. It's definitely not somewhere 
you can take kids. 

The Truth 
Nonsense. Yes, there have been a few high profile 
incidents that have given the town's parks a 
negative reputation .But largely, they are 
phenomenal places well kept by the council. And it 
would be a real shame if these brilliant places 
weren't visited by the town's folk. 

12. It’s not what it used to be-The Claim- 
Over time, Basildon's charm has left the town. 
Communities died out and the town became a 
more unfriendly place to be. It's just not the same 
town it used to be. 

The Truth 
To say Basildon's community spirit is gone is very 
unfair. Recently, the town celebrated its 70th 
birthday with a music festival across the town 
called New Town Sounds. On show was a huge 
selection of community organised events, and the 
crowds were out enjoying each other's company. 
Basildon is experiencing a second wind at the 
moment with the regeneration scheme - and I 
think it's as good as it's ever been. 

13. It’s horrible to drive around – The 
Claim -You can't drive around Basildon without 
getting stuck in traffic. In fact, it's so bad that the 
government were even thinking of introducing a 
congestion charge along the A127. It's just not a 
pleasant experience. 

 
The Truth 

When people say that the traffic is bad in Basildon, 
I think they mostly mean the A127 is bad. As the 
main route between London and Southend, and 
with only two lanes, it's never going to be free-
flowing. Basildon's roads are actually a lot emptier 
for the size of the town than the likes of Southend 
and Chelmsford. This once again comes down to 
how new they are as opposed to the centuries-old 
road networks of other places in Essex. 

14. The ‘worst’ Wetherspoons in the 
county – The Claim-The Moon on the Square is 
one of the worst Wetherspoons in the county. The 
clientele are unfriendly and the place is untidy. 
Why anyone would go there, I don't know. 

The Truth 
Um, yeah this one is pretty spot on - it's the second 
worst rated Spoons in the county according to 
TripAdvisor. But that doesn't mean that there 
aren't some brilliant pubs and restaurants across 
the town. 
Just opposite The Moon is The Beehive, a far nicer 
place to drink still slap bang in the centre of town. 
And if you wish to have a drink by the water, The 
Quays in Festival Leisure Park overlooks the 
Wakeboarding Lake and is a brilliant space to 
spend a sunny afternoon. 

15. Public transport in the town is rubbish 
– The Claim -The buses are never on time and 
neither are the trains. The bus station is also full of 
drunks and is an unfriendly place to be. 

The Truth: 
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Basildon is one of the best-linked towns in Essex 
when it comes to public transport. There are three 
stations on the c2c line - Basildon, Laindon and 
Pitsea -  and Wickford is not too far away on the 
Greater Anglia line. There are also buses which link 
the town to Southend, Chelmsford, and Billericay 
and as far as Lakeside. It's lucky too, being one of 
the few districts where Uber is still available to run. 
The central transport hub is being heavily 
redeveloped too, so soon it will be friendlier to 
pedestrians. 
 
Finally we would like to make the point if it is that 
bad a place how come we have so many 
individuals that in their particular field have 
become nationally or internationally famous, for 
example: Joan Sims (Actress), Alison Moyet 
(Singer), Depeche Mode (Musical Group), 
Eamonn Martin (Athlete), Stuart Bingham 
(Snooker), Jillean Hipsey (Netball), Mat Whitlock 
(Gymnast) etc, etc. 

 
 

ExxonMobil 
 

The following article from the 2019 Autumn 
edition of ExxonMobil leaflet ’INTOUCH’ I believe 
is self-explanatory:- 

ExxonMobil donation helps Basildon to ‘Never 
Forget’ 

 
 A project to help the 
community of Basildon, in 
Essex, to commemorate the 
town’s involvement in world 
war one, has been supported 
by ExxonMobil. ‘Forget 
Never’ was established under 
umbrella sponsorship from 
the National Lottery Fund, at 
the initiation of Basildon MP, 
Stephen Metcalfe. A 
partnership with the Basildon 

Twinning Association has also been formed, 
allowing the project to embrace its twin towns in 
France and Germany. The group also thank the 
Basildon council for its continuing support. 
 Working as part of the project team has 
been an ExxonMobil annuitant, Eric lamb, for 16 
years a member of MDSL (Mobil Data Services Ltd, 
telecommunications). In the past four years, the 
Basildon Borough Heritage Society has staged 

several exhibitions, one of them featuring a World 
War One role of honour. One of the highlights of 
the ‘Never Forget’ was the building of a beacon at 
the projects base – Wat Tyler Park, Pitsea – which 
was lit in tandem with hundreds of others across 
the UK on 11 November 2018, to mark the 100th 
anniversary of the Armistice. 
 A second visit to the Houses of Commons 
(the first had been to celebrate as one of the 12 
twelve lottery-funded projects), saw the Basildon 
group along with the Twinning association joined 
by local dignitaries, MPs, students and cadets, and 
even  thirty children from Belgium. 
 ExxonMobil’s support had come through 
the company’s VIP scheme and it helped fund 
‘Never Forget’ with the purchase of equipment 
essential for routine research and activities. The 
project is now moving on to concentrate its 
research on world war two and the 70th 
anniversary of Basildon new town. 
 Through Eric’s efforts over the last year 
we have been granted a further £500 which will go 
towards purchasing further necessary equipment. 
 

 
Forget Never Project 

Many of you will be aware that we have partnered 
the Basildon Twinning Association for the past five 
years on a Lottery Funded WW1 project – ‘Forget 
Never’. 
 During this time we have been to France, 
Belgium and Germany on numerous occasions 
with various cadets, students from local junior and 
senior schools meeting up with students from 
Germany, France and Belgium visiting WW1 
memorial sites:- Including, The Menin Gate, Ypres,  
Thiepval Memorial, France, ?? Newfoundland 
Memorial at Beaumont-Hamel Canadian National 
Vimy Memorial France, Essex Farm Cemetery, 
Belgium, Fricourt German War Cemetery where 
The Red Baron was first interred, France and the 
Peace Village Belgium to name just a few. 
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 We have just come back from a weekend 
visiting Lochnagar Crater, La Boisselle one of the 
nineteen mines that were blown on 1st July 1916 
the first day of the battle of the Somme. We were 
revisiting the Chair we placed there a year ago 
along with cadets, students from Germany and 
official from France. The intention is to visit every 
year to ensure that the chair is kept in good 
condition. We understand from the owner of the 
site Richard Dunning that it is now the most 
photographed memorial at the site. 

 
While at Lochnagar we visited for refreshments. 
‘Old Blighty’ Café who opened up especially for us. 

 
 
 There are replicas of the chair at 
Heiligenhaus, Germany and Meaux, France. We 
should be getting ours and hopefully it will be in 
position by Christmas outside the Green Centre, 
Wat Tyler Park next to two other Forget Never 
memorials.   
 The plaque reads in English, French and 
German: 

The Empty Chair 
The Empty Chair symbolises the words left in so 
many homes across the world following the 
immeasurable loss of life during the Great War. It 
is poignant reminder to us of the countless lives 
lost and the suffering of those they left behind. 
 The idea for the sculpture was conceived 
by Head Forester, Hannes Johannsen, from 
Heiligenhaus, Germany who carved it from the 
trunk of an oak which fell during a storm in 2016. 
The tree would have been 20 years old at the 
start of the war and since it stood close to the 
road which led to the railway station, many 
young men would have travelled past it on their 
way to war – and home again if they returned. 
 The Empty Chair is part of the Heritage 
Lottery funded Forget Never Project which is a 

joint initiative between twin towns in England, 
France and Germany. The chair is located here at 
Lochnager Crater with the kind permission of 

Richard Dunning MBE. BBC Essex Quest – 
Basildon 70th Anniversary Special 

For the second time in two years on the 10th 
November, Remembrance Sunday we met the BBC 
Essex Quest Team. They started the quest at 
Wickford Memorial Park then onto Page Wood, 
Bowers Gifford. We were the second clue and we 
met them at the Bell Tower, in St Martins Square. 
The clue being ‘Prince Williams University met 
Doctor Ellingham where Pisa lives.’ It only took 
two calls to solve the clue. Prince Williams 
University being St. Andrews, Doctor Ellingham 
being the doctor in TV program Doc Martin, Pisa 
being the leaning tower. So, we had the Bell Tower 
in St Martins Square. 
 
 

 
 
Taxi driver Stewart directed them to the back of 
the tower where we met up with Liana and Barry 
and gave them the next clue that took them to the 
sporting village From here they were given their 
last clue that took them back to Basildon Town 
Centre to the Mother and Child fountain where 
they meet up with the Street Pastor. 

 
 
 

Commented [KP1]:  
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 In previous discussions with BBC Essex we 
chose the Bell Tower as we believe it is one of 
Basildon’s unique buildings. 
 The 30m high glass and steel bell tower 
stands at the West end of St Martin’s Church and 
houses a peal of eight bells. Six of which were 
presented to St Martin’s as a consecration gift by 
the Bishop of Chelmsford. They came from the 
redundant church of St Nicholas, Colchester.  All 
the bells were cast at the Whitechapel Bell 
Foundry in the east end of London over 500 years 
ago. The Tenor bell was cast in 1441 by Joanna 
Hille and is the first bell in the world to have been 
cast by a woman. All eight Bells were dedicated by 
The Rt. Revd. John Perry the Bishop of Chelmsford 
on the 40th Anniversary of St Martin’s Church in 
November 2002. 
 The tower was open in March 1999 (50-
year anniversary of the New Town) by the Queen, 
her first visit to Basildon. It was the brain-child of 
Revd. Webber previously one time Chaplain to the 
Queen. 
  

          

Coming Events 
 
Displays: 
 
 
14th December – Wat Tyler Park 
Christmas Event. 

 
In the New Year we are going to hold a 
monthly Saturday coffee/tea/memory 
morning in the Green Centre from 10 
to 12 for members of the public to 
come along and have a cosy chat, 
reminisce and have a drink. Our first 
will be on Saturday 1st February, so we 
look forward to seeing as many local 
residents as possible. 

 
 

Books – Photographs 
 

We have a selection of local books and 
photographs for sale plus a collection of small 

booklets of specific topics researched by our 
Volunteers on the First World War. 
 
Our latest book ‘Joan Rosaire – Lady of the circus’ 
by Ken Porter (RTP £12.50) and can be obtained 
from us at the Green centre for £9.00 plus £2.50 if 
it has to be posted. 
 Joan though now retired, is a Billericay Girl 
and has lived in the area when not performing 
since the mid-1930s. 
 ‘The book covers a brief history of the 
modern circus. The rise and closure of ‘Circus 
Rosaire’ charts Joan’s own amazing career from 
being born in a circus trailer on its way to another 
venue site in Wales. She came to own and perform 
with highly intelligent palomino horses not only in 
the United Kingdom but all over Europe until she 
took retirement at the tender age of sixty-seven. 
When Joan talked, her animals listened and acted. 
- in particular her wonder horse Goldy. This is a 
statement that was heard over and over again 
during her circus performing days.’ 

 
Joan in her cowgirl outfit with her western saddle 

on Goldy 

 
Volunteers-Members 

 We are always on the lookout for new 
volunteers to help with our research, digitising our 
photographs, typing up individual memories, 
sorting out displays, helping out at various events 
etc; why not call in at our Heritage/Office at the 
Green Centre, Wat Tyler Park to see what we get 
up to. Our opening times are Monday and 
Wednesday 9.30am -12.30pm and Saturdays 
10am – 3.30pm.  

You can also become a member - £1 
annual membership or £10 life 
membership. 
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Christmas Closure – We are 

however closed over the 

Christmas Period –  

22nd December until the 4th 

January 

 

Future Newsletters 
 Future Newsletters - If you would like a 
copy of future newsletters by email please let us 
know by sending in an email or speak to one of our 
volunteers, or if you know of anybody else who 
would like a newsletter email please let us know. 
 

 
General Data Protection Regulations. 

(GDPR) 
 In accordance with the latest General Data 
Protection Regulations (GDPR) we will not divulge 
any personal information to third parties without 
prior approval and you will be able to request at 
any time removal from our mailing list. 
 
Web site: www.basildonheritage.org.uk. Email 
k.kfp@btinternet.com. We are also on Facebook; 
Basildon Heritage. 

 
 

 

      

 From all our 

Volunteers at the 

Heritage we wish you a 

Merry Christmas and 

hope to see you in the 

New Year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


