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FORGET NEVER SACRIFICE AND LEGACY PROJECT 
 

NEWS UPDATE -  Report of our activities from March todate                                                                                     
                                       

March saw a ceremony in Canning Town to honour 
a holder of the Victoria Cross who fell in action in 
1918. Bernard Cassidy had a wonderful memorial 
unveiled and a ceremony performed. Bernard is a 
relative of Liz Keeble – the Head Teacher of Vange 
Primary School. Liz attended the ceremony and met 
members of her extended family. She was 
accompanied by two of her pupils, Alfie and Riley, 
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who have a special interest in the First World War. They wanted to have their 
photograph taken with soldiers dressed in period costume from the period. 
 
 
                                      

March also saw an invitation 
issued for a small group to 
attend a special ceremony at 
Shorncliffe Military Cemetery 
in Folkestone. The ceremony 
was to remember the Chinese 
people who were part of the 
Chinese Labour Corps. They 
had travelled from across the 
globe to help with the war 
effort. Many died of disease 

and others in action digging trenches and recovering bodies. The picture shows 
Ken Porter, Chairman of Basildon Heritage, laying a commemorative 
chrysanthemum at one of the graves. The ceremony was seen by millions of 
viewers on Chinese television!  
 

 
 

 

APRIL arrives along with the sunshine in 
France. A party of 48 visited the Museum 
of the Great War in Basildon’s Twin Town 
of Meaux. The party consisted of pupils, 
parents and staff from Vange Primary 
School. The group were also joined by 
students and staff from Beauchamps 
School in Wickford. The event was a 

special weekend involving re-enactors from across Europe, camping and 
displaying their equipment. The party explored the facilities offered in Europe’s 
largest First World War Museum. In addition to the event, the students from 
Beauchamps had the opportunity to meet with students from the Henri 1V 
College and it is hoped that an education link can be formed between the two 
schools.                                                                   
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On the way home, there was a stop at Thiepval. 
Everyone was really impressed and moved by the 
experience and some really inspiring comments were 
made by many members of the group of all ages. 
 
Finally, in the last week of April we received news 
from Germany. Our Peace Ambassadors from The 
Gesamtschule have planted Peace Trees in their 
Town’s forest. 
 
                               

 

With the help of our dear friend Hannes Johanssen from Fricklesome, the 
students dug 24 holes to plant oak trees in an avenue. Why 24? There are 12 
participating students from Heiligenhaus but they planted one also for each of 
their fellow Peace Ambassadors from Basildon. It is a wonderful gesture. In May, 
they will be unveiling a memory board to explain in English, French and German 
what the trees are all about. 
The ceremony was attended by the new Mayor of Heiligenhaus and covered 
extensively by their regional paper. 
 
 
 

 
 

Future programme 
At the end of May we are off again for two days with various cadets and children 
from Vange School, staying at the Peace Village Hostel, in Massine, near Ypres 
in Belguim. The cadets will take part in a Platoon Experience and the Vange 
Children will have a tour around the Zonnebeke museum. 
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Then on 15 June we are holding a conference at Wat Tyler whereby Colin Parry 
will address the conference on ‘Conflicts Resolution’ and in the afternoon he will 
be visiting various schools along with Stephen Metcalf M.P. to present them with 
a Peace Plaque. 
 
17th August we are holding a 20/20 cricket Match against Wickford in 
commemoration of their cricketers who came home (WW1). The day will 
comprise of an under 13 cricket match Billericay v Wickford commencing at 2pm 
and a senior match at 6pm. There will be various stalls around the ground. 
 
 

History Snippets 
 

In the May 1970 the Essex Countryside printed the following letter:  
 

The Weir - Billericay 
 
‘In the Essex Countryside last year there 
was a lot of speculation as to where the 
brook was, or used to be, by the side of 
Burstead Road, Billericay, near the Roman 
Catholic church. I remember that brook 
quite well. It was used as a horse drinking 
pond and on the other side of the road a 
short distance along there were two cabins. 

An old lady named Mrs. Trout lived in one and during World War 1 had two 
soldiers billeted in one of these shacks. The enclosed snap taken about 1922 is 
of these very cabins. I understand they were demolished years ago - F.J Harris, 
Thorrington  
 
In fact it was Mrs. K Bettis from Hainault who first posed the question in the 
September 1969 Essex Countryside when she found an old postcard in her 
mother’s belongings. It shows a stream in Billericay but she cannot find any trace 
of it now. Can our readers throw any light on it? 
 
Well for starters it was on Laindon Road not Burstead Road. It was known as 
Weir Pond and it stretched from the back door of the Rising Sun going in a 
southerly direction along Laindon Road to beyond the Roman Catholic Church. 
In winter months, after heavy rain, the weir often came almost right across the 
road and when it was frozen it was a favourite recreation spot for skating. 
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World War One invasion fears. 

 
The following is another article from the Essex Countryside, January 1969. 
 

‘This photograph was not taken on the 
western front, though the year was 1916. The 
trenches were being dug in the Bilericay area 
of Essex by the 12th Battalion Volunteer 
Regiment of which the author (Reg. Moore), 
then seventeen was a proud member. The 
volunteers, who came mostly from the Ilford 
and district consisted of boys too young and 

men not fit enough or too old to join the regular Army. Fortunately the trenches 
were never needed but the earnestness and enthusiasm of the volunteers, as 
reflected in this photo, demonstrate the vigour with which the enemy would have 
been opposed had he been so foolish as to attempt an invasion.’ 
 
Well we know that there are still signs in Norsey Woods, Billericay of training 
trenches dug, are these the ones? 
 

Westley Gardens Development - Dry Street – Langdon Hills 
 

 
The Redrow development at the east end of Dry 
Street is progressing well and a few new 
homeowners have already moved in. Basildon 
Borough Heritage in conjunction with the 
Laindon and District Community archive was 
asked if we could provide names of local people 
who had been killed in various conflicts. We have 

to date provide via the council approximately twelve names of individuals from 
Langdon Hills and Laindon area that lost their lives  in the various conflicts since 
the 1st World War. The only exception so far is the naming of the road that runs 
into the estate – Dixon Road – named after Stephen Dixon from Vange who lost 
his life in the Battle of Goose Green, (Falklands War). Stephen is buried in the 
church yard at All Saints Vange.  
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The other roads named to date are Bebington 
Drive and Bebington Link after two brothers who 
were killed in the Second World War, John Harry 
(12 November 1941) and Ernest Egerton (16 
March 1944) both were with the Royal Air Force 
volunteer reserve. John is commemorated on the 
Malta Memorial and Ernest is buried in Durnbach 
War Cemetery, Germany.  They were the sons of 

the Estate Agent in Langdon Hills, Harry Egerton Bebington.  
 
The next three roads to be named will commemorate George Siggers, Royal Field 
Artillery died from wounds on 8 February 1917, he had been awarded the 
Military Medal. Reginald Hammond, Royal Fusiliers, killed in action on 10 August 
1917. Both were residents of Langdon Hills and Frederick Parker, Royal Army 
Service Corps who was killed on ‘D Day’, 6th June 1944 resident of Laindon. 
 
We have just supplied several more names to the Council and Developers 
‘Redrow’ but they would be like to trace their descendants to let them know 
what is planned. If you believe you have any knowledge of the descendants in 
respect of the following please let us know.   
 
Ernest Arthur Surgeon (Vange) – Royal Army Medical Corps. Killed 23 August 
1914 – Believed to be the first man killed from the Borough. 
 
Edwin William Cottis – Army Service Corps – Killed 28 March 1918 
 
Cecil James Cottis – 4th Battalion, Essex Regiment – Killed 18 September 1918 
John their brother owned the bakery in Langdon Hills, the family also had a 
bakers shop in Laindon. 
 
Harold Robert Clayton – Lancashire Fusiliers – Killed 4 June 1915 in Turkey – 
Mention in Despatches – he was the brother of Rev. Clayton of St Mary’s, 
Langdon Hills. 
 
George Robert Jay (Langdon Hills) – Machine Gun Corps – Killed 22 April 1917  
Walter Arthur Jay (Langdon Hills) – Grenadier Guards – Killed 13 April 1918 
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Mayfest 
 

We had three gazebos at the Mayfest event in 
the Town Centre, although a light drizzle tried 
to ruin the day, it did not succeed and the 
event was very successful. 
Our displays included the ‘Forget Never 
Project’ and display of old photographs of the 
various parishes of the Borough. We made a 
number of useful contacts. 

 
Current and Future Events 

 
On the first floor above the Towngate Café we have a 
display of photographs celebrating the 30th 
Anniversary of the Theatre. The display will be up 
until August. 
 
23/24 June, all Saints Church, Vange are holding their 
annual open weekend and we will be displaying 

photographs representing Vange. 
 
Current photographic displays at the Green Centre: Basildon Places of worship 
(Past and present) – How life for Women changed during WW1 
 

Local books for Sale at the Green Centre 
 

TWO SONS IN A WAR ZONE – Afghanistan: The True Story of a Father’s Conflict. 
 

Stephen Wynn a local Basildon Man has written several 
books on the Great War but his book on the Afghanistan 
conflict about his two sons was his first – this is what he had 
to say: 
‘ I promised myself that I would not hide my feelings from 
anyone. I would not be wilfully ignorant of the risks my sons 
were facing out there. Though they were men, to me they 
were still boys and they would be facing boys like themselves; 

boys and men younger than me, who would shoot at them. Knowing this, how 
would I get through a single day? Would I have to bottle up how I felt? No, I’d be 
open and honest….’ 
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Two Sons in a War Zone By Stephen Wynn £5.00 (rp. £10.99) 

 
Aspect of Wickford By Maurice Wakeham £10.00 

Basildon Through Time By Lisa Horner £12.99 

Basildon Famous 

People 

By Ken Porter £6.00 

Basildon Plotlands (The 

“Londoners” Rural 

Retreat) 

By Deanna Walker £5.00 

German POW Camp 

266 Langdon Hills 

By Ken Porter & 

Stephen Wynn 

£6.00 

Is anybody out there By Joe Goodman £6.00 

Memories of Basildon By Jim Reeve £5.00 

The Story of Pitsea 

Mount 

By Christopher Harrold £5.00 

Wickford  Archive of 

Photographs 

By Peter Hall £5.00 

Basildon – Birth of a 

City 

By Peter Lucas £2.00 

Basildon By Peter Lucas £8.00 

Basildon A Pictorial 

History 

By Jessie K Payne £5.00 

The Great War By Dawn Knox £10.00 

The Story of Nevendon By Christopher Harrold 

and John Simpson 

£5.00 

Billericay Voices By Sylvia Kent £5.00 
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When Basildon was 

Farms and Fields 

By Jessie K Payne £5.00 

Billericay (A history 

Tour in Pictures) 

Roger Green £5.00 

Laindon in the Great 

War 

By Ken Porter & 

Stephen Wynn 

£6.00 

Secret Paths in South 

Essex 

By Sue Ranford £2.00 

Heritage Walks in 

Basildon 

By Sue Ranford £2.00 

Secret Basildon By Sue Ranford £2.00 

Growing up in Vange – 

My Story 

By Jack Fisher £2.00 

84 Years – A Journey 

from Langdon Hills to 

Corringham and Back  

By Wally Gilby £2.00 

The Daffodil & Thin 

Place 

By Dawn Knox £10.00  

Castle Point in the 

Great War 

By Ken Porter £6.00 

Plotlands Memories By Karan McKay £3.00 

A Plotland Album  £3.00 

Langdon Hills at War  £2.00 

Billericay in the Great 

War 

By Ken Porter and 

Stephen Wynn 

£6.00 

Grays (Thurrock) in the 

Great War 

Ken Porter and Stephen 

Wynn 

£6.00 
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Thurrock – In old 

Picture postcards 

Out of print £5.00 

 

We also have a collection of small booklets and pamphlets from 10p to 

£2.00 

Volunteers 

We are always on the lookout for new volunteers to help with our research, why 

not call in at our office at the Green Centre, Wat Tyler Park to see what we get 

up to. 

Photographs and Memories 

Do not forget we are still after your photographs, memories and artefacts of the 

Borough. Why not call in at the Green Centre at Wat Tyler and have a chat and 

a cup of tea with us. We are there on Monday and Wednesday mornings from 

9.30am until 1pm and Saturdays from 10.30am until 4pm. 

 

Future Newsletters 

If you would like a copy of future newsletters by email please let us know by 

sending in an email or speak to one of our volunteers. In accordance with the 

latest General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) we will not divulge any 

personal information to third parties without prior approval and you will be able 

to request at any time removal from our mailing list. 

Web site: www.basildonheritage.org.uk. Email k.kfp@btinternet.com 
We are also on Facebook ; Basildon Heritage 
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