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Our Volunteers 
ExxonMobil – Eric Lamb 

As we are sure you will appreciate that running 
a volunteer group one of the biggest problems 
is finance. In our early days we required the 
finance to cover our everyday consumables, we 
managed this by selling photographs, second 
hand books, calendars and donations from 
giving talks. However as our reputation over 
the last few years has increased tremendously 
and we have been called upon more and more 
to provide displays and produce research 
material we now find that we need more 
equipment, computers, printers, lockable 

display cabinets etc: 

One of the companies that has helped us is Exxon Mobil. They have a Volunteer 
Involvement program (VIP) which was set up to celebrate and recognise the 
contribution that ExxonMobil employees and their family members make to their 
local communities. It also highlights the importance that they place on encouraging 
citizenship and community activity, raising the profile of volunteering as a valued 
activity. 

One such volunteer is Eric Lamb who has been working for the group for a number 
of years. His particular forte is in research which he does from home and coming into 
the office once a fortnight to update us on his findings and collect new instructions. 
Over the past two years he has been researching various topics relating to WW1 and 
WW2. 

To obtain a grant of £1,000 from ExxonMobil he has to complete at least eighty 
voluntary hours. We know that he more than exceeds that criteria and is an extremely 
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valuable member of our team. 

Our gratitude goes out to Eric and ExxonMobil for another £1,000 which will go 
towards the purchase of a special lockable display cabinet for WW1 and WWII 
artefact’s and some additional display boards 

 

Poppy sowing...fingers crossed. 
Basildon Heritage put forward to the 
council the suggestion of sowing 
poppies in front of the Basildon sign 
on the junction of the Arterial Road 
(A127) and Upper Mayne, it was taken 
up with great enthusiasm. Two local 
schools were contacted Laindon Park 
and Noak Bridge Junior who sent 
children along to do the sowing. This 
they carried out on Wednesday 4 
November in front of the Basildon 

Mayor, Councillors, Council Officials, Members of Basildon Heritage, School 
Teachers, The press, BBC Essex etc:  Before the sowing the mayor said a few words 
followed by a member of the Basildon Heritage Group who explained how the 
poppies became a symbol of remembrance. 

We thank the Landscape department for time spent preparing the ground, so it’s now 
fingers crossed that they come up in the spring. 

 

First World War – Colonial Troop’s 
One of the biggest mistakes that the Kaiser made was that he did not expect our 
Colonies to come to Britain’s aid. In fact he expected that many of them would rebel 
and demand independence.  How wrong he was not only did they send food but also 
nearly one and half million men. 

They came from, Australia, Canada, New Zealand, New Foundland, South Africa, 
African Colonies, Nepal (The Gurkhas) and India. 

We are therefore looking for their stories, so if any of your ancestor are from the one 
of the colonies and fought in the Great War we would be pleased to hear from you.   

 

 



Second World War Story 
Geoff, an old Basildon boy tells us that his grandparents lived in Windermere  
Rectory Road, Basildon where his elder brother John was born in 1928. His uncle 
Charles Baxter, was living with his family in Grove Cottage and they moved opposite 
to live in Windermere after the cottage was bombed during the Second World War. It 
became one of the early casualties of the Basildon Development Corporation. 
Members of the family also lived in a house nearby called ‘Kinderhaven’ . He told 
Geoff that in 1938-1939 a Spitfire travelling from Hornchurch to Southend crashed 
into the tennis courts. 

Searching the records we found that Spitfire MK1A – K9886 part of the first 
batch of Spitfires built at the Super marine works, Woolaston, for the RAF was 
sent to RAF Hornchurch joining 54 Squadron on 8 March 1939. While on a 
night exercise circling a beacon it crashed near Basildon – the question, is this 
George’s Spitfire – most likely – but does anybody have family memories of this 
particular crash or any others. 

If you have any memories that you feel will interest us please call in and we will 
be more than happy to record them.  

 

New Town History – The Drainage of Basildon New Town 
 

The Development Corporation was appointed in February 1949 to develop the New 
Town of Basildon, under the Chairmanship of Sir Lancelot Keay, an Architect. 

However, before the Corporation could start to prepare its Master Plan, it had to be 
satisfied on two important points, especially as it had become obvious that a larger 
population than 50,000 as first envisage must be planned for. It therefore had to be 
satisfied, first, that there was sufficient water for the population and industries which 
were likely to come to the New Town and second, that the area, when developed to 
urban densities, could be adequately drained. 

On the question of water, the position was that there was sufficient margin of water to 
cover the early stages of the development and that thereafter there was a likelihood of 
the nearby Hanningfield Reservoir Scheme coming into operation, which would 
provide sufficient water for all the needs of the New Town. 

So far as drainage was concerned, the Corporation thought that if four-fifths of the 
area, which drained naturally northwards to the River Crouch, were drained in that 
direction and the remaining one-fifth, which sloped southwards to the River Thames, 
were drained to the river, there would be no disproportionate difficulty. However, the 



Corporation found that to drain into the River Crouch would interfere with the oyster 
fisheries there and so it had to abandon its original ideas and prepare plans for a 
scheme to drain southwards to the Thames.  

 

The Romans 

 
With any new development an archaeological 
survey is normally undertaken. The latest 
survey to be undertaken in the Borough has 
been at Ballard’s Walk where 135 homes 
have been planned. Although a full report has 
yet to be issued it is known that Roman 
artefacts have been found. When a survey was 
instigated by the Home and Counties back in 
2006 when they were envisaging to build at 
the back of the College and Hospital down to 

Dry Street again Roman and Anglo Saxon activity was found. 

Further research informs us that within 14km (9 miles) of Basildon 430 
archaeological and historical sites have been located, 110 being Roman and 9 
Roman-Saxon. However in researching this list we find it does not include the above 
two sites, the dig at Nevendon that took place in 2008 or the Mesolithic site and Iron 
Age site in Coombe Woods, Langdon Hills. Also a recent publication ‘The Fields of 
Britannia’ published in 2015 by Stephen Rippon, Chris Smart and Ben Pears have 
located a possible road in the Basildon area that is still in use today as a public 
footpath. 

We know that the Romans in 43 AD crossed over the Thames from Kent and landed 
somewhere in the East Tilbury area and headed towards Camulodunon (Colchester). 
It is believed that they travelled through Horndon on the Hill, Langdon Hills, Laindon, 
Billericay and on towards Colchester. The question is did they take the route over 
Langdon Hills past the Iron Age settlement or by pass the hill. Well we are aware of a 
possible ancient track way behind Langdon Hill Farm again not mentioned in the list 
on the lower western slopes of the Hill. Now with this possible find by Stephen 

Rippon and Co in the Great Berry area 
of the town and when looking at the 
map it is in a direct line with this 
ancient track way heading north to 
Billericay or south towards East 



Tilbury and the Thames. 

It therefore looks like we have found a Roman Road, possible a military road. This 
latest find is the public footpath called Hawthorn Path previously an extension of 
Berry Lane. It runs in a northerly direction past Great Berry Park towards Mandeville 
Way and the Railway Line. 

Question: Were the Romans taking an easier route by passing the hill or did they not 
want to encounter the Trinovantes in their settlement at the top of the hill? 

 

Copyright 
Below is a further twelve names of individuals who back in the 1980s were 
interviewed by the then Basildon Heritage. In partnership with the Essex Record 
Office we would like to confirm copyright status. If you are aware of the individuals 
or their families please get in touch. 

Name Location Date Recording 
Mr Sach Dunton  
Mr F S Soul Laindon/Langdon Hills 19-10-1985 
Mrs  Shuttleworth Wickford 20-01-1986 
Mrs M Soul Laindon/Langdon Hills 10-10-1985 
Mrs I Shead Laindon 30-01-1986 
Mrs M Thompson Pitsea 27-11-1985 
Mrs E.J.Watts Vange 09-04-1986 
Mrs J Walker  23-09-1985 
Mr H Waldock Bowers Gifford 27-02-1986 
Mrs  I Warner  03-01-1986 
Mrs Wright Wickford 22-01-1986 
Mr A. T. Whife Laindon 26-09-1985 
 

 

 

Events since the September Newsletter (20) 

Date Venue Event/Talk 
16-09-2015 (Ken) Phoenix School 50th Anniversary of the 

School – Talk on the 
area prior to the School 

23-10-2015 (Jo) Gifford House – Care 
Home 

Talk Pitsea History & 
Photographs 

08-10-2015 (Ken) Evelyn May-Care Home Talk Plotlands and 



Photographs 
30-10-2015(Ken) St Nicholas Church Heritage Watch Launch 

(Police) – Talk St 
Nicholas Church 

03-11-2015 (Ken) Pitsea Library Talk – Changing Face of 
Basildon over the last 
150 years 

31-10 to 09-11-2015 Pitsea Display of Pitsea 
Photographs 

04-11-2015 (Ken) Basildon Sign Poppy seed planting 
04-11-2015 (Jo) Catholic Church, 

Billericay  
Talk on Essex Policeman 
Killed in Billericay and 
Wickford Floods 

10-11-2015 (Ken) Blind and Partial Blind – 
Baptist Church, 
Whitmore Way 

Talk – Basildon Famous 

05-12-2015 Green Centre, Wat Tyler Display supporting 
Essex Field Club 

 

 

Future Events 
• Current display at the Green Centre – 

Memories of Basildon and royal Visits. 

 

• New Year display at the Green Centre 
– Education in Basildon 

 
 

 
 

Artefacts 
 

For the Education in Basildon display we are looking for 
photographs of Basildon (Borough) Schoolsand Education 
artefacts. If you feel that you have anything that would interest us 
please get in touch. 

 



 
2016 Calendar 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
2016 Calendar is now available from the Green Centre, Wat 
Tyler at £5.00 or plus postage if we have to send. 
 

Photographs. 
 
We are still after your photographs and memories of the Borough. If you feel you 
have any photographs or memories that we would be interested in why not call in at 
the Green Centre, at Wat Tyler Park. 
 
There is always a welcoming cup of tea and biscuits waiting for you. 
 

Future Newsletters 

 
If you would like a copy of future newsletters by email please let us know by 
sending in an email or speak to one of our volunteers. 
 
We are also willing to include in our newsletter anything you think might be of 
interest again either contact us by email or drop in at the Green Centre. 
 

 
 



 

We hope everybody had a great Christmas and we wish you 
Happy New Year 

 

Web site: www.basildonheritage.org.uk Email: Info@basildonheritage.org.uk 

We are now also on Facebook: Basildon Heritage 
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