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Forget Never – Sacrifice and Legacy Project (FNP) 

 

The project with our partners Basildon Twinning Association has eventually 

came to an end. The project involved 29 events, to say we are exhausted is an 
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understatement. It was truly amazing and so full of memorable events and we 

have had some tremendous feedback from the children involved and members 

of the public. Below is just a few of our final events: - 

Final Project Exhibition- 29th/30th September. 

A two-day exhibition was held at Wat 

Tyler Green Centre. Although there 

was still a number of activities to 

complete it was decided to organise 

the exhibition in September to 

guarantee more light and possibly 

better weather. It was also more 

convenient for more museum and re-

enactment groups. 

The exhibition contained contributions from those who had anticipated in the 

visits and events to-date. Research materials from many contributors, art work 

produced, films shown of various visits and photographic displays Poetry from 

authors and school children were also on display in addition to the various 

external groups: - 

• The Royal Norfolk Living History Group 

• Bay Museum (Canvey) 

• Specialist face painter 

• Local Authors 

• Basildon Army Cadet corps 

• Vange Primary School 

• Sutherland Pipes and Drums 

• Basildon Art Gallery 

There was a remarkable display of hands, inspired by the visit to Zonnebeke by 

Vange Primary School and nursery. Each hand was made of wax and represented 

a man lost in the conflict from Basildon Borough. 

Our “Tommy” was on display and one of our special visitors was Martin Barraud 

who designed the Tommies. He was particularly impressed by the way in which 

we had display Tommy throughout Basildon and further afield. 

Approximately 2,000 people attended the exhibition over the two days, many 
coming back for a second time. The comments about the quality of presentation 
and exhibits was so heartening but the biggest call was for it to have been 
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displayed for much longer and why does Basildon not have a permanent 
museum. (See below)  
 
Stow Maries WW1 Airfield – October 
 
 93 students from Beauchamps High School, Vange Primary School, Greensted 
Junior School and Woodlands School plus teachers and volunteers spent a day 
at the airfield with guided tours. 
 
The feedback received from the volunteers at Stow Maries once the coaches had 
set off for home was first rate. They were pleasantly surprised both by the level 
of behaviour and politeness but also by the standard of questioning and 
appreciation of the subject matter. 
 
The Director of Stow Maries would like to know if there is a way that partnership 
working could be a achieved in the future.  
 
It is well worth a visit – no more than 40 minutes away. 
 

                                    
 
 
Houses of Parliament – October 
 
A real feather in our cap was being asked by the Heritage Lottery Fund to 
represent the Eastern Region to showcase our project at the House of 
Parliament. There were approximately twelve projects on display all very good 
we believe ours, however, was more unique as it included our friends from 
overseas. Our display was well received by many MP’s including the Deputy 
Speaker, Eleanor Laing, Andrew Murrison, also Lady Hermon from North Down, 
Northern Ireland who was so impressed and would like us seriously like to know 
if we could visit in 2019. 
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And we thought we were finished! 
 
Lochnagar Crater – Unveiling of “The Empty Chair” – 3rd/4th November. 
 
A group representing the FNP along with students from England and Germany 
who had been to Ypres in February met up once again to participate in the 
unveiling ceremony, which included our Mayor, Cllr David Dadds, Meaux Deputy 
Mayor, Laurent Guillaume and Heiligenhaus Deputy Mayor. Heinz=Peter 
Schreven 
 
The chair had been made by Hannes Johanssen, forester from Heiligenhaus and 
he proudly announced that the chair was inspired by our British run project, 
made by German engineering and installed on French soil. What better could be 
asked for. The panel placed with the chair is written in English, French and 
German:- 
 

 
 

The Empty Chair 
 The Empty Chair symbolises the void left in so many homes across the world 
following the immeasurable loss of life during the Great War. It is a poignant 
reminder to us of the countless lives lost and the suffering of those they left 
behind. 
 
The idea for the sculpture was conceived by Head Forester, Hannes Johannsen, 
from Heiligenhaus, Germany who carved it from the trunk of an oak which fell 
during a storm in 2016. The tree would have been 20 years old at the start of 
the war and since it stood close to the road which led to the railway station, 
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many young men would have travelled past it on their way to war – and home 
again if they returned.  
 
The Empty Chair is part of the Heritage Lottery funded Forget Never Project 
which is a joint initiative between twin towns in England, France and Germany.  
The chair is located here at the Lochnagar Crater with the kind permission of 
Richard Dunning MBE. 
 
School Visits in November 
 
We were invited to visit Phoenix,  Vange and Beauchamps Schools to see what 
they had organised for Remembrance weekend. At Beauchamps we gave talks 
to several groups on the 1914 Christmas Truce and kick about and Phoenix a talk 
on WW1. 
 
“The Other Side of Peace”  
 
Another exceptional play by local author Dawn Knox was produced at 
Woodlands School by DOT Productions and enhanced by music from Hannes 
Johanssen and Senne Jonckers from Belguim, plus choirs from Woodlands 
School and Greensted Junior School. 
 
The audience was swelled by guest from Germany, France and Belgium who 
were full of praise for the production which finished with a superb animation 
produced by Angela Makepeace bearing the final message “ONE PEOPLE-ONE 
WORLD-TOGETHER”. 
 
Remembrance Day – 11th November 

Commenced with members of FNP attending the Civic 
Town Remembrance at St Martins. Senne Jonckers 
accompanied by three college friends sang a special 
version of “In Flanders Fields”. Along with us the French, 
Germans and Belgians all Laid wreaths. 
 
In the afternoon, Cllr Thomas Rickal from Heiligenhaus 
attended the remembrance service at the Laindon 
Memorial and became the first German to lay a wreath. 
 
The final act of the day was lighting the newly erected 
beacon at Wat Tyler Park. It was lit by Cllr Thomas Rickal 
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and Cllr Barnes from Basildon Council. Basildon Army Cadets acted as Marshalls 
to see that everybody made their way safely to the Beacon. Our thanks go to 
Basildon Council agreeing and paying for the erection of the Beacon and the Wat 
Tyler Staff in arranging for the lighting. At least 200 people attended the event 
and the night ended with hot drinks and a barbecue in the park. The beacon is 
no doubt another added attraction to the park. 
 
 Project Exhibition in Parliament – 19th November – 23rd November. 
 
We had the privilege of holding our final event displaying our work in 
Parliament. Stephen Metcalfe MP open the exhibition. Special Guests who could 
attend included, Laurent Guillaume, Deputy Mayor of Meaux, Scott Logan Chief 
Executive of Basildon Borough Council, Danny Lawrence, Deputy Mayor of 
Basildon, Richard Dunning, Owner of Lochnagar Crater, Rowley Gregg MC, 
Director of Operations of “There But Not There” (Tommy), Colonel Iain 
MacDonald, Head of Essex Army Cadet Force, Ernie Brennan, Managing Director 
of the International Children’s Alliance, Kevin Woods, Chairman of Basildon 
Veterans Breakfast Club and Philip Venning from the Heritage Lottery Fund. 
 
A fitting finish to four long amazing years and we thank everybody who 
volunteered or attended any of the events.  
 
28th June 2019 is in fact the hundred years anniversary of the signing of the 
Peace Treaty so there is no doubt that we will be holding one or two more small 
events to finally, finalise the events of Great War. 
 
While all this was going on we somehow managed to hold a number of local 
history display across the borough and gave a number of talks on various 
elements of the History of Basildon Borough. 
Geschwister Scoll Gymnasium – Aachen – Germany – July 2018 

Another event though not part of the 

FNP but came about due to it. Frau 

Lima Sturms deputy head of the 

above school joined our visit to the 

Peace Village in May 2018 with three 

of her students. She was very 

impressed with the project and 

arranged for us to be invited to 

attend the celebrations of students in 
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their final year which included a sit down meal served by the Student Union and 

on-stage entertainment by some of the more musically talented students from 

acroos the school age groups. 

The school prepared for our visit by arranging a meeting with the officer in 

charge of Education for the city who wished to learn more about the FNP allied 

to the four-year program and more importantly how we secured funding from 

our own Heritage Lottery Fund. We found the meeting most useful with very 

kind words expressed by the Lady Officer but more importantly how Herr 

Zimmermann (Head Teacher) and Frau Sturms thanked us for the credibility and 

financial boost this will do for the school. 

We also attended an “all school” Peace charity race that is held every year. We 

were formally introduced to the 

Bishop of Aachen who was likewise 

interested in our association with 

them. This was followed with Frau 

Sturms escorting us around the city 

sights. The following day we 

attended the School fete before 

making our way home. 

We must mention that currently on 

display at the Green Centre is albums of British First Day Cover Stamps kindly 

donated to us by Frau Sturms. 

Kent University ‘The Peace Ride Launch’ 

 

During 2018 we met up several times with Ernie Brennan director of the National 

Children’s Football Alliance on a number of Peace Initiative’s. This resulted in 

Basildon Heritage and Basildon Twinning being invited on the 30th November to 

Kent University Peace Ride launch. 
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Four riders from our area will take part in the Peace Ride from Canterbury to the 

Menin Gate, Ypres, Belgium to help raise money to enable Slum Soccer to send 

a team of young mixed gender children to the 2019 Global Peace Games. This 

will be a once in a lifetime opportunity to participate in a week long peace 

education programme at The Peace Village, Messines, Belgium. The experience 

will have a lasting impact on each and every young person. 

Peace 28th June 28th 1919 

11th November was the day the Great War cease fire was sign. The war did not 

officially end until Germany and the Allies signed the Peace treaty on the 28th 

June 1919. So though we say our project is over there will still be a few more 

events we will get involved in over the next few months. One we hope will be 

the lighting of our Beacon at Wat Tyler Park on the 28th June 2010 – so it’s a 

matter of watch this space. 

The Queens Commonwealth Tree Project. 
 

 

One of the events not part of the FNP but involved us and Basildon Twinning 

Association was the planting of five trees at Wat Tyler Park as part of the Queens 
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Commonwealth Trees project. The project was to promote and commemorate 

Queens Service to the Commonwealth with the idea of raising awareness within 

the Commonwealth (53 countries) of the value of indigenous forests and to 

saving them for future generations. Stephen Metcalf attended the planting 

along with representatives from Sainsburys who were suppling the plaques. The 

Woodland Trust supplied the trees free of charge. We must thank Wat Tyler Staff 

for making available an area for the trees to be planted and we are keeping a 

close eye on them. We also understand that John Baron MP for Billericay and 

other parts of the Borough had planted trees at Quilters School in Billericay 

Local Archaeology 

In The Essex society for 

Archaeology & History 

publication Volume 6 – 2015 they 

give a brief report on the 

archaeology survey that took 

place just before the 

development in Laindon on the 

corner of St Nicholas Lane and 

Ballards Walk – development 

now known as ‘St Nicholas 

Mews’. 

‘Nineteen trenches were investigated across the 7.3ha site, which identified a 

concentration of Iron Age and Roman remains in two trenches toward its south-

west. Ac.1800sq m excavation area was subsequently positioned to further 

investigate this vicinity. A single gully, tentatively dated to the Late Bronze Age 

and a background scatter of prehistoric pottery residual in later contexts were 

recorded. Late medieval ditches denoted the presence of a rectilinear field 

system along with large number of pits being speculated to indicate land 

clearance prior to its imposition. A single post-medieval pits were found 

elsewhere in the site during evaluation’. 

We are currently trying to obtain the full report and it is such artefacts that 

should be in our own museum (see below) instead of being in some far flung 

museum that people of the Borough will never see and therefore never really 

appreciate our impressive heritage. 
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BASILDON AT 70 
One of our main aims is to 

improve the image of the 

Borough through its heritage and 

culture. One way we do this is to 

collect photographs, memories 

video’s which we display at 

various events across the 

Borough and give talks on its 

history. 

As you are possibly aware 2019 is the 70th anniversary of the formation of the 

New Town so we are making a greater effort to attract your personal archive of 

photographs or home video’s along with your memories. 

Any materials you could contribute would be greatly appreciated, treasured and 

(if hard copies) returned safely to you after scanning. Why not come along and 

meet us at the Green Centre, Wat Tyler Park and discuss with us what you feel 

you could contribute – there’s always a cuppa waiting! 

Current Photographic Display at the Green centre 

• Laindon High Road Shops pre-New Town 

• Basildon 70th Display 

Heritage Centre (Museum) for Basildon Borough 
 
We are now in possession of the original plan for Basildon when it was first 
planned 70 years ago which highlighted the need for a museum. 
  
Wouldn’t it be great if during next few years we finally see that vision realised? 
  

Stephen Metcalfe MP will lend his support to a new campaign to establish a 
museum in Basildon. If you think it is a good idea please send us your comments. 

The intention would be to have an area where we could display physical 
artefacts of the Basildon area in addition to changing photographic displays plus 
the ability for members of the public to come and be given help with research 
such as Family Tree Research. With the local libraries reducing their local history 
archive we are slowly establishing our own Library of books on the local area, 
we currently have a great number of books covering the First and Second World 
Wars which will again allow members of the public to come and view them 
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Books – Photographs 
 

We have a selection of local books and photographs for sale plus a collection of 
small booklets of specific topics researched by our Volunteers on the First World 
War. (10p -£3.00) (68 in total). 
 

Examples : 
Women in Munitions  

 Conscientious objectors in WW1 
Explosive Factory at Pitsea 

Basildon Hospital – Parsonage to Passchedaele 
Mutiny in the First World War 

 
Volunteers-Members 

 
We are always on the lookout for new volunteers to help with our research, 
digitising our photographs, typing up individual memories, sorting out 
displays, helping out at various events etc; why not call in at our 
Heritage/Office at the Green Centre, Wat Tyler Park to see what we get up to. 
Our opening times are Monday and Wednesday 9.30am -12.30pm and 
Saturdays 10am – 3.30pm.  
 
You can also become a member - £1 annual membership or £10 life 
membership. 

 
Future Newsletters 

 
Future Newsletters If you would like a copy of future newsletters by email please 
let us know by sending in an email or speak to one of our volunteers. 
 
In accordance with the latest General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) we 
will not divulge any personal information to third parties without prior approval 
and you will be able to request at any time removal from our mailing list 

Web site: www.basildonheritage.org.uk. Email k.kfp@btinternet.com We are 
also on Facebook ; Basildon Heritage 
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